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For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged
sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of
marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

Hebrews 4:12
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Reflections

We worship God because God created us to worship Him. Worship is at the center of our
existence, at the heart of our reason for being. God created us to be His image—an image that
would reflect his glory. In fact the whole creation was brought into existence to reflect the
divine glory. The psalmist tells us that “the heavens are telling of the glory of God; and the
firmament proclaims His handiwork.”

Hughes Oliphant Old

In worship it is important for both men and women to be their truly created selves, to honor
God by being what they are and not blurring the lines by pretending to be something else. One
of the unspoken clues to this passage may be Paul’s assumption that in worship the creation is
being restored, or perhaps that in worship we are anticipating its eventual restoration.

N.T. Wright
God is glorified not only by His glory being seen, but by it being rejoiced in.

Jonathan Edwards, from “Miscellanies,” in
The Works of Jonathan Edwards

Jesus invites His saints
To meet around His board;
Here pardoned rebels sit, and hold
Communion with their Lord.
For food He gives His flesh,
He bids us drink His blood,
Amazing favor! Matchless grace
Of our descending God!
Isaac Watts, 1707

There is no other way to the happiness for which we were made. Good things as well as bad
are caught by a kind of infection. If you want to get warm you must stand near the fire: if you
want to be wet you must get into the water. If you want joy, power, peace, eternal life, you
must get close to, or even into, the thing that has them. They are not a sort of prize which God
could, if he chose, just hand out to anyone. They are a great fountain of energy and beauty
spurting up at the very center of reality. If you are close to it, the spray will wet you: if you
are not, you will remain dry. Once a man is united to God, how could he not live forever?
Once a man is separated from God, what can he do but wither and die?

C. S. Lewis
from Mere Christianity
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from Zephaniah 3:17

The Lord your God is in your midst,
a mighty One who will save;
He will rejoice over you with gladness
He will quiet you by his love;
He will exult over you with loud singing.
Come and let us worship Him!

Hymn of Praise:

Holy God, We Praise Thy Name

Holy God, We Praise Thy Name

The Fifth Sunday
After Pentecost
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Prayer of Praise and the Lord’s Prayer
Confession of Sin
Scripture Reading:  Ezekiel 18:20-22

The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not suffer for the iniquity of the father, nor the father
suffer for the iniquity of the son. The righteousness of the righteous shall be upon himself, and
the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself. But if a wicked person turns away from all
his sins that he has committed and keeps all my statutes and does what is just and right, he
shall surely live; he shall not die. None of the transgressions that he has committed shall be
remembered against him; for the righteousness that he has done he shall live.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.

Corporate Confession of Sin

Heavenly Father, you sent Jesus Christ to seek and save the lost. We confess that we
have tried to save ourselves rather than following your Son. We have been misled by
our own pride. We see ourselves as pure when we are stained and great when we are
small. We have failed to love, neglected justice, and ignored your truth. Have mercy, O
God, and forgive our sin. Return us to paths of righteousness through Jesus Christ,
our Savior.

Silent Reflection and Confession

Assurance of Pardon and the Peace of God: from Hebrews 10:12,14

But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right
hand of God. ... For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being

sanctified. Only in Jesus can we find redemption and peace.

Leader: May the peace of God be with you.
People: And also with you.

Collection of Tithes & Offerings
And Hymn of Response: Jesus My Great High Priest

(Music on next page)
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Jesus, My Great High Priest 274
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Presentation of Tithes and Offertory Prayer
Hymn: Doxology
Affirmation of Faith: On The Preeminence Of Christ Colossians 1:15-30
Leader: What do we believe about the Preeminence of Christ?
People: He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For

by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all
things were created through him and for him. And he is before all
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things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the
body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that
in everything he might be preeminent. For in him all the fullness of God
was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things,
whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.

Gloria Patri

Prayer of Intercession

Hymn of Preparation: For Your Gift of God the Spirit

For Your Gift of God the Spirit
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The Preaching of the Word

Scripture:  Ephesians 3:20-21

Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to
the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, forever and ever. Amen.

Leader: The grass withers, the flower fades,
People: But the Word of our God will stand forever!
Sermon: Power and Glory Rev. Rob Looper
Closing Hymn: Rejoice the Lord is King
Charles Wesley, 1746 John Darwall, 1770
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Benediction: Ephesians 3:20-21
Leader: Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask

or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in
the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and
ever. And God’s people said:

All: Amen



